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Item 9 - Long Term Renewable Solicitation – Short List
Background
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• August 13, 2018 – Issued Long Term Renewables 
Solicitation

• September 17, 2018 – Bids Received
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Table 1.  Pass/Fail Criteria 

Criteria Pass/Fail Threshold 

Siting Projects cannot be proposed for land with a 
prime agricultural designation. 
Projects cannot be proposed for areas that 
are designated as Renewable Energy 
Transmission Initiative (“RETI”) Category 1 or 
2.  Category 1 lands are those identified 
where development is prohibited by law or 
policy. Category 2 lands are those where 
cultural or environmental conflicts would be 
highly likely and/or controversial. 

Development Status Projects have to at least have filed a permit 
application with the relevant land use 
authority and received an acknowledgment 
of the filing from such authority.   
Projects have to provide evidence of site 
control. 

Out-Of-State Resources Projects have to be located within California. 

Interconnection Status Projects must already be in an 
interconnection queue and have requested 
full capacity deliverability for the project 
interconnection. 

 



Item 9 - Long Term Renewable Solicitation – Short List
Bid Summary

4



Item 9 - Long Term Renewable Solicitation – Short List
Screening/Ranking

5

• Screening/Ranking was done to pare the list of projects down to a 
manageable size for economic evaluation

• Factors in screening were
• Permit progress
• Status of Cultural/Environmental surveys
• Whether or not sensitive cultural or habitat resources were identified
• CEQA status
• Whether wildlife permits were needed and obtained
• Location of project (northern California preferred)
• Whether the project was local, regional or other
• Whether project could be online and delivering energy by April 1, 2021

• Highest Ranked 9 projects were advanced to short list evaluation
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• Key factors in determining which projects to short list were:
• At least one project selected  could deliver any significant energy in 2020.
• Whether total energy delivered from all selected projects will meet the 

legal requirement for significant energy under long term contract in 2021.
• Price (value)
• Selection of projects to supply at least the VCE minimum 42% renewable 

content in 2021 (and beyond).
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• Projects selected for short listing
• 72 MW solar project
• 40 MW solar project.  

• They both were selected for the following key reasons:  
• The two projects provided a renewable volume totaling at least 42% of VCE overall 

energy portfolio starting in 2021; 
• one of the two project will begin deliveries in 2020 in time to meet the deminimis

long term contracting requirement in the 3rd RPS compliance period (2017 –
2020); 

• Both projects had favorable pricing.  
• No other combination of projects provided enough energy in 2021 to satisfy the 

RPS minimum long term contracting requirements which begin in 2021.
• One of the projects is connected to PG&E’s system, and the other project is 

connected to SDG&E’s system.
• The expected commercial operation date of one project is 10/1/2020, and the 

second is 1/1/2021.
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• Impact to VCE Renewable Portfolio
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• Complete Short-Listing
• Meet with Developers
• Execute Letters of Intent

• Negotiate PPAs
• Obtain Board approval
• Follow up with staff recommendation to pursue local renewable developments
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• CEC’s 2019 biannual Integrated Energy Policy Report LDE 
Filings Due April 19, 2019
• LSEs must report recent historical actuals

• Loads 
• Resources supplying energy

• LSEs must report future resources under contract/ownership
• Load forecast
• Known resources 

• Load Forecast will be the basis of the 2020 IRP
• Still have the ability to provide alternative forecasts in the IRP 

process.
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• Began with current (January) customer counts:
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• Find an economic outlook
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• Residential, small commercial, street lighting, and traffic 
control load growth tied to population growth forecasts

• Medium and large commercial growth tied to retail sales 
forecasts

• Very Large Commercial – no growth assumed
• Ag – No growth assumed
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• Annual Growth Rates
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• Customer rate-class-specific load shapes are developed 
from historical, weather-normalized hourly load data.

• Generally, for each rate class, load forecasts are 
developed by multiplying the number of customers (and 
growth in number of customers) by the rate-class-
specific load shapes.

• Have introduced 2 load shape modifiers:
• Net metered PV installations
• Plug-In electric Vehicle adoptions
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• 1000 installations/year for the forecast period.
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• 18,566 additional EVs in VCE’s customer base by 2030
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Annual Peak/Energy Loads
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• Some items for future consideration
• New construction solar adoption
• Increasing energy efficiency impacts to load
• Electrification of space heat
• Long term weather impacts
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• Residential Time of Use (RTOU) Background and 
Overview

• Implementation Schedule

• Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) Pilot Results

• Next Steps



Item 11 - Residential Time Of Use Rates are 

Coming
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• The investor owned utilities are required by the 
CPUC to develop and implement residential time of 
use rates (RTOU)

• PG&E is working with the CCAs to implement the 
rates over a 13-month schedule beginning October 
2020

• CCAs can choose whether or not to participate
• PG&E and CCA members participate on regular 

calls to work out details—most CCAs are in general 
agreement to implement the rate

• Two CCAs participated with PG&E in RTOU pilots 
starting April 2018—MCE and Sonoma Clean Power



Item 11 – State Policy and TOU Transition 

California Public Utilities Commission (Decision 15-07-001 

July 3, 2015) identified Residential Rate Reform objectives 

to: 

• Make rates more understandable to customers 

• Make rates more cost-based 

• Encourage customers to shift usage to times of day that support a 

cleaner more reliable grid.  

The CPUC ordered the investor owned utilities to provide 

the following consumer protections:

• Optional, not mandatory

• Mild differential between on- and off-peak rates

• Bill Protection

Source: CPUC RRR TOU Decision 15-07-001 (p. 2) 23
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7-day rate including weekends and holiday
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• The RTOU rate will be the new default rate for 
eligible residential customers

• Customers can elect to remain on their current rate 
plan or choose another rate plan at any time

• Solar customers will be transitioned to the new rate 
on their true-up date
• They can also stay on their existing rate (typically E6) 
• Current E6 RTOU summer peak window is 3-8 PM 

• PG&E is providing bill protection for one year and 
would like the CCAs to participate

• All details subject to CPUC approval (~July 2019)
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Total TOU-C Generation Revenue: $15,222,779
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Slide from PG&E



Item 11 - TOU Pilot Results – Electric Load 
Reduction
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Slide from PG&E



Item 11 - TOU Transition Roadmap

Slide from PG&E

*Subject to change based on Phase 1 Transition results, customer 
feedback and ongoing discussions with all CCAs



Item 11 - CCA/PG&E Joint Planning 

Timeline
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• Joint presentation with PG&E to board (May)

• Board decision on VCE participation (late 
Summer)

• Continued VCE staff participation with TOU 
working group


