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VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE 
 

Staff Report – Item 15 

 

TO:   Valley Clean Energy Alliance Board of Directors  
 

FROM:  Mitch Sears, Interim General Manager 
Eric May, General Counsel 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of Amendment to Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) Re: Acquisition of Distribution  
System, Associate Membership City of Winters and West Sacramento 
 

DATE:   September 12, 2019 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION   
 
It is recommended that the Board: 
 

1) Adopt Resolution approving the amendment of the Valley Clean Energy Joint Powers 
Agreement;  
 

2) Direct staff to take all steps necessary to finalize amendment of the JPA Agreement; and,  
 

3) Adopt Resolution inviting the City of Winters and the City of West Sacramento to join VCEA as 
associate members.  

 
BACKGROUND & DISCUSSION 
 
Valley Clean Energy Alliance (VCEA) was created on October 25, 2016, via a Joint Exercise of Powers 
Agreement (JPA) between the County of Yolo and the City of Davis to operate a Community Choice 
Aggregation (CCA) program in those jurisdictions.  The JPA Agreement provides the purposes of VCEA, 
which serves as a limit to its powers. The City of Woodland was added as a member to the JPA on June 
13, 2017.     
 
Currently, VCEA is investigating the feasibility of acquiring some or all of PG&E’s electric distribution 
system within Yolo County as part of the PG&E bankruptcy process.  VCEA and its members are 
considering the optimal governance structures that might be implemented if the acquisition is 
pursued.  Currently, the most practicable structure is for VCEA to be the entity that acquires the 
system.  But in order for VCEA to do so, the VCEA JPA Agreement will need to be amended to add the 
appropriate powers, and VCEA’s governance would need to be revised to account for different types of 
membership between jurisdictions that participate in the existing CCA/power procurement business 
and those that participate in the distribution business. 
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The proposed JPA amendment would add to VCEA’s powers the ability to investigate, acquire, and 
operate the electric distribution system.  In addition, the amendment would create an “Associate 
Membership” for any city in Yolo County that is not already a member of VCEA (i.e. West Sacramento 
and Winters), should they request to join VCEA for purposes of the local distribution system.  The 
Associate Members would appoint the same number of “Associate Directors” to the VCEA Board as the 
existing members, who would only participate in matters related to the local energy distribution 
matters.  The quorum and vote requirements would also be adjusted for such matters to reflect the 
modified Board composition.  For all matters related to the CCA program, the Board composition and 
quorum/voting requirements would remain the same as they are now. 
 
Following approval of the JPA Amendment by this Board, staff will place the amendments on the 
agendas of the Members’ governing bodies for approval in the coming weeks.  Thereafter, West 
Sacramento and Winters would be eligible to join as Associate Members by resolution adopted by their 
respective City Councils. 
 
Attachments 

1. Resolution approving the amendment to the JPA 
2. Resolution approving the invitation to Winters and West Sacramento to join VCEA as Associate 

Members.  
3. JPA Agreement dated June 13, 2017 
  

 
   
 
 
     



 

VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019- ___ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE APPROVING THE 
AMENDMENT TO THE JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZE STAFF TO 

FINALIZE AMENDMENT 
 

WHEREAS, the Valley Clean Energy Alliance (“VCE”) is a joint powers agency established 
under the Joint Exercise of Powers Act of the State of California (Government Code Section 6500 
et seq.) (“Act”), and pursuant to a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement Relating to and Creating 
the Valley Clean Energy Alliance between the County of Yolo (“County”), the City of Davis 
(“Davis”), and the City of Woodland (“City”) (the “JPA Agreement”), to collectively study, 
promote, develop, conduct, operate, and manage energy programs;  
 

WHEREAS, VCE is investigating the feasibility of acquiring some or all of Pacific Gas & 
Electric’s (PG&E) electric distribution system within Yolo County as part of the PG&E bankruptcy 
process;  

 
WHEREAS, VCE and its members are considering the optimal governance structures that 

might be implemented if the acquisition is pursued and the most practicable structure is for VCE 
to be the entity that acquires the system; and,  

 
WHEREAS, in order for VCE to be the entity that acquires the system, amendment of the VCE 

JPA Agreement is needed to (1) add the appropriate powers, and (2)revise VCE’s governance 
structure to account for different types of membership between jurisdictions that participate in 
the existing Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) / power procurement business and those that 
participate in the distribution business.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Valley Clean Energy Alliance resolves as 

follows:  
 

1. Approve the amendment of the Valley Clean Energy Joint Powers Agreement; and, 
2. Authorize VCE Staff to take all steps necessary to finalize amendment of the JPA 

Agreement.   
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED, at a regular meeting of the Valley Clean Energy 
Alliance, held on the ______ day of September 2019, by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
       ___________________________________ 
       Tom Stallard, VCE Chair 
___________________________________ 
Alisa M. Lembke, VCE Board Secretary   



 

 

VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019- ____ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE INVITING THE CITY OF 
WINTERS AND THE CITY OF WEST SACRAMENTO TO JOIN THE JOINT POWERS AGENCY 

AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
 

WHEREAS, the Valley Clean Energy Alliance (“VCE”) is a joint powers agency established 
under the Joint Exercise of Powers Act of the State of California (Government Code Section 6500 
et seq.) (“Act”), and pursuant to a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement Relating to and Creating 
the Valley Clean Energy Alliance between the County of Yolo (“County”), the City of Davis 
(“Davis”), and the City of Woodland (“City”) (the “JPA Agreement”), to collectively study, 
promote, develop, conduct, operate, and manage energy programs;  

WHEREAS, the City of Winters and West Sacramento are located within Yolo County and 
currently are not part of a Community Choice Aggregation program (CCA), such as Valley Clean 
Energy; and,  

 
WHEREAS, VCE is investigating the feasibility of acquiring some or all of Pacific Gas & 

Electric’s (PG&E) electric distribution system within Yolo County as part of the PG&E bankruptcy 
process;  

 
WHEREAS, VCE adopted a Resolution on September 12, 2019 amending the JPA to create an 

Associate Member classification to enable non-member jurisdictions to participate in the 
investigation of acquiring some or all of Pacific Gas & Electric’s (PG&E) electric distribution 
system within Yolo County as part of the PG&E bankruptcy process; and, 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Valley Clean Energy Alliance resolves as 

follows:  
 
1. Approval of an invitation to the City of Winters and the City of West Sacramento to join 

the Valley Clean Energy Alliance Joint Powers Agency as Associate Members.     
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED, at a regular meeting of the Valley Clean Energy 
Alliance, held on the ______ day of September 2019, by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
       
       _____________________________________
       Tom Stallard, VCE Chair 
___________________________________ 
Alisa M. Lembke, VCE Board Secretary   




















































